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MenC booster vaccine uptake in Ireland: 2015/2016

MenC (meningococcal group C) vaccine is recommended as part of the primary childhood immunisation
programme. Immunity to meningococcal disease reduces over time so a booster dose is recommended now to
provide additional protection. The National Immunisation Advisory Committee recommends vaccination with a
booster MenC vaccine at 12-13 years of age. The MenC booster vaccine was introduced into the HSE schools
immunisation programme in September 2014. This vaccine is offered to students in first year of second level
schools and their age equivalents in special schools and home schooled. The vaccinations are provided by
vaccination teams from the Local Health Offices (LHOs) who go into schools in their areas to vaccinate or
provide vaccination clinics free of charge for children in the target cohorts. Vaccinations provided through the
schools immunisation programme are entered into the School Immunisation System (SIS). Data on vaccination
is inputted into the SIS database at a local level.

This is the second report of the new school based MenC programme.

Please see the HSE National Immunisation Office (NIO) website at http://www.immunisation.ie for detailed and
current information on the all recommended vaccines including the primary childhood immunisation schedule
and the school vaccination programme. MenC vaccine uptake data in children at 12 and 24 months of age is
available on the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) website at www.hpsc.ie.

MenC booster vaccine uptake in Ireland during the 2015/2016 academic year
MenC booster vaccine uptake in the academic year 2015/2016, provided through the school immunisation
programme and recorded on SIS, is presented in table 1.

The data presented here are the result of collaboration between NIO, School Immunisation Teams,
Immunisation Coordinators, Immunisation System Administrators, Immunisation administrative staff and
HPSC.

The figures presented in this summary are based on data recorded on SIS on the 24™ January 2017. These
figures are subject to change due to ongoing updating of data on the database.

Summary
For the 2015-2016 academic year
0 National uptake was 86.7%
0 There was some regional variation with uptake among the Community Healthcare Organisations
ranging from 80.8% to 88.9%
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Table 1. MenC booster vaccine, provided through the school immunisation programme, uptake data in the
academic year 2015/2016 (data extracted from the School Immunisation System 24/01/2017)
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*Age equivalents are those born between 01/09/2003 and 31/08/2004.

Outside cohort refers to those who were vaccinated but who were outside the routine cohort for vaccination.

Local health office (LHO) refers to the LHO of the school. Therefore, in reports the LHOs of homeschooled and out of school children do not appear.

The denominator for second level schools was defined as the number of children on the school roll on 30th September 2015 for first year. The

denominator for age equivalent to first years in second level schools was defined as children born between 01/09/2003 and 31/08/2004 on the school
roll of special schools or registered with the National Educational Welfare Board on 30th September 2015. All the denominator data was entered onto
the School Immunisation System by the relevant System Administrator.

N/A-Not applicable

Home schooled refers to children registered with the National Educational Welfare Board to be educated at home. These children were recorded on
the School Immunisation System and reported here as home schooled.

Out of school refers to vaccinated children who were neither enrolled in a second level school, special school nor registered with the National
Educational Welfare Board as home schooled.
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Internationally

In England coverage for the first cohorts to be routinely offered meningococcal ACWY (MenACWY) vaccine
in schools from September 2015 (those born 1 September 2000 to 31 August 2001 (Year 10 in 2015/2016) and
those born 1 September 2001 to 31 August 2002 (Year 9 in 2015/2016)) and evaluated up to the end August
2016 was 77.2% (Year 10) and 84.1% (Year 9).

In Scotland, uptake of the teenage MenACWY booster among S3 pupils (year three of secondary school) in
2015/20186, the class year in which the vaccines are routinely offered, remained at a similar level to the previous
year at 82%.°

In Wales uptake of MenACWY vaccine in the 2015/2016 School Year 9 (13-14 year olds) was 78%, uptake in
the 2015/2016 School Year 11 (15-16 year olds) was also 78%.

In the United States, coverage among 13-17 year olds of 21 dose of quadrivalent meningococcal conjugate
vaccine was 81.3% in 2015.*
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