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Hand Hygiene Sub-Committee

of the

RCPI Clinical Advisory Group on Healthcare-Associated Infection (HCAI) and
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)

May 2014

Terms of Reference

Governance

 Reports to the RCPI Clinical Advisory Group on HCAI and AMR (Figure 1)

Purpose

 To provide advice on all aspects of hand hygiene in the healthcare setting

 To review and update the national hand hygiene guidelines

 To develop a strategy for the implementation of hand hygiene guidelines in

the healthcare setting

 To provide reports of the mandatory hand hygiene compliance audit

programme and make appropriate recommendations

Membership

 Representatives of

o RCPI HCAI Clinical Programme

o Irish Society of Clinical Microbiologists

o Infection Prevention Society (acute and non-acute settings)

o Office of the Nursing and Midwifery Services Director

o Patient organisations

o Health Protection Surveillance Centre

o General medical/surgical physicians

o Occupational health
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o Academic institution

o Healthcare facilities Management

Meeting Frequency

 Four meetings a year

 At one of the four meetings, all members will attend in person if possible

Quorum

A minimum of 50% member attendances is required to render a meeting valid.

Review of the terms of reference

The terms of reference will be reviewed every two years, or as required.

National Clinical Programmes of Care
Dr. Philip Crowley, Director, Patient Safety & Quality

National HCAI Programme
National  RCPI / HSE Clinical Lead – Dr. Fidelma Fitzpatrick

Programme Manager – Ms. Roisin Breen
ICGP lead: Dr. Nuala O Connor

HSE HCAI
Implementation

group
Chair: Dr. Philip Crowley

Director, Patient Safety &
Quality

RCPI Clinical Advisory
Group on HCAI & AMR

Chair nominated by Faculty of
Pathology, RCPI (Dr. Olive Murphy)
•Multidisciplinary
•National expert advice on HCAI &   AMR
•Development of clinical guidelines
•Intersectoral AMR function
•Policy advisory function to DoH
•Advice to HSE

Subcommittees & work streams
•Hand hygiene
•MRSA guidelines
•Hospital antimicrobial stewardship
•Prevalence study of HCAI & antibiotic use
in long term care facilities
•Infection control aspects of construction
in long term care
•Primary care
•Intersectoral AMR control

Joint HCAI steering group with critical
care programme

Joint RCPI/RCSI group on surgical site
infection

Regional HCAI Committees
(Subcommittees of Regional Quality and Risk

committee)Region South West

RCPI Executive

RCPI Council

HSE CEO &
Board

DML DME

Quality & Risk
Manager

Deirdre
O’Keefe

Angela Alder Annette
Macken

Cornelia
Stewart

RCPI: Royal College of Physicians in Ireland
RCSI: Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
ISD: HSE-Integrated Services Directorate
HCAI: Healthcare-associated Infection
AMR: Antimicrobial Resistance
MRSA: Meticillin Resistant Staphylococcus aureus

Figure 1: Governance structure of the HCAI and AMR programme in HSE and RCPI


