
Clostridium difficile-
associated disease:

A National Overview 
2008 - 2009



Background

• May 2008: National Clostridium difficile 
guidelines published

• New cases of Clostridium difficile-associated 
disease (CDAD) became notifiable in Ireland 
since the 4th May 2008 (under ‘Acute 
infectious gastroenteritis’)



Case definitions

Kuijper EJ, Coignard B, Tull P. Emergence of Clostridium difficile-associated disease in 
North America and Europe. Clin Microbiol Infect 2006;12 Suppl 6:2-18. 



Methods

• New cases of C. difficile infection 
notified from 4th May 2008 (week 19) 
until the Dec 2009 (week 52).



New cases

• 7237 notifications of acute infectious 
gastroenteritis (AIG) in May ‘08 to Dec 
‘09 period

• 3538 (49%) were CDAD cases
• All CDAD cases were laboratory 

confirmed



National Trends

Weeks 19 ‐ 52 52 week period

2008* 2009* 2008** 2009

37.5 25.3 56.9 45.1

National Crude Incidence Rate (CIR) per 100,000 Population by Year:
* Data based on comparable periods 
between 2008 and 2009 (weeks 19 – 52)

** 2008 data represents a 52 week period 
estimate based on 35 weeks of data



Incidence of CDAD in Ireland by Region 
Weeks 19 – 52 (2008 vs 2009) 

* Data based on comparable periods between 2008 and 2009 (weeks 19 – 52)



Incidence of CDAD in Ireland by Age
Weeks 19 – 52 (2008 vs 2009) 

Crude incidence rate in 65+ age group:
* Data based on comparable periods 
between 2008 and 2009 (weeks 19 – 52)

** 2008 data represents a 52 week period 
estimate based on 35 weeks of data

Weeks 19 ‐ 52 52 week period

2008* 2009* 2008** 2009

245 165 372 303



Male vs Females

59.3% 
Female

40.5% 
Male

Inclusive of 2008 and 2009 data 



Patient Classification

62%
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6%

8%
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62.9%
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7.8%
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1.6%

Inclusive of 2008 and 2009 data 



Conclusion

• 3538 CDAD notifications from May ‘08 to Dec 
‘09 

• All laboratory confirmed
• More prominent in older age groups 
• 62.9% cases from healthcare institutions



Further information

http://www.hpsc.ie/hpsc/A‐
Z/Gastroenteric/Clostridiumdifficile/

• Weekly C. difficile notifications

• C. difficile guidelines

• Audit tool for healthcare 
facilities

• Factsheets (for patients and 
infection control guidelines)

• Results of March 2009 C. 
difficile surveillance project

• Enhanced surveillance forms 
and reports











Weekly 

C. difficile

figures


	Clostridium difficile- associated disease:�  �A National Overview �2008 - 2009���
	Background
	Case definitions
	Methods
	New cases
	National Trends�
	Slide Number 7
	Incidence of CDAD in Ireland by Age� Weeks 19 – 52 (2008 vs 2009) 
	Male vs Females
	Patient Classification
	Conclusion
	Further information
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17

