
     
Date updated: 26/02/2010        Version 1.0  
 

 
*IgM salivary swab: ~90% sensitive up to 7 days post rash onset, ~99% sensitive 1 -5 weeks post rash onset  
 

Algorithm 
Interpretation of laboratory results for  measles 

Laboratory tests available 
when investigating rash illness

and suspect measles   
 

Review time of sample
collection relative to

rash developing

Oral fluid swab 
(taken >7days to 2 months  

post rash onset 

Measles IgM*

Pos

Measles PCR

PCR Pos

+/-Measles
Genotyping

Confirmed Measles
Case

Neg 

Only for samples taken < 5 days after 
rash onset, NVRL may undertake PCR 

(consult with NVRL) 

No evidence for recent
measles infection

Rubella or Parvovirus investigations
Upon consultation with NVRL 

Measles IgM*

Pos Neg 

> 96
hours

No evidence for
recent measles

infection

< 96 
hours 

Request follow up
sample 

Denotify measles 

PCR neg 

Blood sample 
(taken >4days to 2-3 months 

post rash onset 
Sample taken 

PCR testing and genotyping is not done routinely but may be done following consultation with NVRL  


