
Algorithm for the follow-up of women exposed to possible Parvovirus B19 in pregnancy

Test for
parvovirus

B19 IgM and
IgG

Reassure that they have had
Parvovirus B19 infection at some
time in the past but not recently

Note on the report that: The
woman is susceptible to

parvovirus B19 and further serum
is required one month after last

contact or if illness develops

Send the sample for confirmatory testing

Investigate later
sample for parvovirus

B19 IgG and IgM.
Diagnose and advise

on results

Obtain further serum.
Reference testing is

recommended

Refer for
specialist

advice

Refer for
specialist

advice

Adapted from Guidance on Viral Rash in Pregnancy, Health Protection Agency, January 2011

Contact was with non-
vesicular rash - possible

parvovirus B19

Parvovirus B19 IgG detected

Parvovirus B19 IgM NOT detected

Parvovirus B19 IgG NOT detected

Parvovirus B19 IgM NOT detected

Parvovirus B19 IgM detected
regardless of IgG result


